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CARLA D’ANTONIO

WELCOME
Message from the ES Program Chair

Congratulations to the class of 2024!

Welcome to the 2024, UCSB Environmental Studies 
Commencement Celebration and Awards Ceremony. 
I have been honored to serve as the Chair of this amazing 
program. The class of 2024 is an extraordinary group of 
students, and we are thrilled to have helped them be 
extraordinary leaders, innovators, and scholars!

Today’s graduates join a distinguished family of UCSB 
Environmental Studies alumni... over 8600 of them—....
each with their own story and path. Our students 
and alumni share a common bond: a deeply held 
commitment to improving the health of our planet, for 
today and for generations to come, to ensuring equal 
access for everyone to a healthy environment, and to 
devising and implementing creative solutions to the 
many challenges we face.

Our students lead and inspire us in our classrooms, 
our research labs, and through student and community 
organizations whose goals reflect the urgency, 
determination, vision, and courage that this historic 
moment requires of us. Environmental Studies is a 
space where people collaborate, share knowledge and 
experiences, and innovate to devise and implement 
solutions to the environmental challenges we face so that 
our futures will be more hopeful, more equitable, more 
sustainable and more just. We are strong because of the 
phenomenal commitment of our faculty and instructors, 
and the achievements of this group of students. 

Students, be curious, be collaborative, be brave, serve 
others, and keep in touch!
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CHRIS RAGLAND
FOUNDER OF THE SEA LEAGUE 

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD

UCSB Environmental Studies ‘12

Chris Ragland is the Founder and Executive Director 
of The Sea League (TSL) located in Santa Barbara. 
Established in 2020, TSL aims to address inequality and 
improve accessibility to blue spaces. As an after-school 
team sports program, TSL emphasizes nature connection 
over competition and makes water sports accessible to 
youth aged 7-14 from all backgrounds. Their mission is 
to create immersive opportunities for young people to 
explore, play, and build community in marine habitats 
through activities such as surfing, stand-up paddling, 
kayaking, and snorkeling.

Chris graduated from UCSB in 2012, where he researched 
the impacts of human activity and extreme weather on 
coral reefs, diving extensively throughout Southeast 
Asia. He is a lifelong ocean lover with over a decade 
of experience as a surf coach and kayak guide at the 
Channel Islands National Park. He serves on the Channel 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, 
advising NOAA on decisions affecting the thriving marine 
ecosystems surrounding the islands. Chris also sits on 
the Board of Wilderness Youth Project, which has been 
promoting happier, healthier, and smarter kids through 
nature connection for the past 24 years.



3ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

AWARDS

CHRIS RAGLAND
FOUNDER OF THE SEA LEAGUE 

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD

UCSB Environmental Studies ‘12

CENTRAL COAST ALLIANCE UNITED FOR A 
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY (CAUSE)

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

Central Coast Alliance United for A Sustainable Economy (CAUSE) is a 
base-building organization committed to social, economic, and environmental 
justice for working-class and immigrant communities in California’s Central 
Coast. They build grassroots power through community organizing, leadership 
development, coalition building, civic engagement, policy research, and 
advocacy. CAUSE’s vision is that, together, we can create a global community 
where we all contribute to, and benefit from, a sustainable economy that is just, 
prosperous and environmentally healthy.

CAUSE began as two separate organizations, CAUSE in Ventura County in 
2001 and PUEBLO in Santa Barbara County in 2003, which both emerged 
during the nationwide living wage movement and won milestone victories to 
create a living wage region on the Central Coast, lifting wages for thousands 
of workers. In 2013, the two organizations joined forces, and CAUSE took on 
PUEBLO’s work in Santa Barbara County, creating a regional organization for 
social, economic and environmental justice.
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2024 STUDENT AWARDS

Outstanding Senior Award
Awarded to one or two graduating studentswho have demonstrated 

extraordinary academic excellence and a high level of 
extracurricular activities and/or service and leadership

Danica Kern and Tyrese Mitchem

Outstanding Service Awards
Awarded to ES students who have demonstrated exemplary

 environmental service within the ES Program 
and/or the campus and local community

Jada Alexander
Alex Carlin

Emily Conway
Chloe Kerr-Stein

Jahlia Layton
Madison Salinas

April Zhang

Marc McGinnes Law and Advocacy Scholarship
In recognition of outstanding environmental service, leadership, 

and academic performance in the field of 
environmental law and advocacy

Reed Ochalek

Special Recognition for DEI Service and Leadership
Awarded to our DEI student coordinators for 

their dedicated work towards creating 
a dignifying and affirming space for ES undergraduates

Diya Sterling and Aneesa Ricks
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Distinguished Senior Thesis Award
In recognition of an exemplary senior thesis

Casey T. Gallagher and Ronja C. Keeley

Candidates for the Distinction in the Major
In recognition of students who have a minimum 3.5 overall GPA 

and complete a senior thesis of outstanding quality

Julia L. Dahl
Xingyi Du

Casey T. Gallagher
Ronja C. Keeley
Benise Limon
Paige L. Lund

Tyrese M. Mitchem
Keeler L. Nelsen

Isabella A. Puchkova
Madison D. Salinas

Lukas S. Strauss-Wise
Haley B. Weinstein

Iris Yuh
April Zhang
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2024 STUDENT AWARDS

Outstanding Academic Achievement
Awarded to this year’s ES and Hydrologic Science seniors 

whose outstanding overall GPA places them 
in the top 20% of their graduating class

Orla B. Ayton
Eden R. Barrett
Ashlyn G. Bell
Ava B. Bendett

Kinga Bihari
Bella K. Bishop
Lainey E. Bloom

Eva S. Boas
Olivia R. Bock

Mina M. Boozarpour
Rachel C. Brody

Kai D. Burke
Gavin Canann
Ashley J. Caras

Katie N. Cheslick
Owen J. Choy
Riley B. Clark

Emily A. Conway
Jessica T. Dalton
Jacob N. Davies
Emily H. Decker
Emilie M. Difede
Maggie D. Doyle

Xingyi Du
Thomas E. Durtschi

Valeria I. Estrada-Ramirez
Connor W. Garratt

Isabella A. Genovese

Aliya R. Glick
Sophia Glover

Kenzie C. Goan
Heidi N. Greilach
Jesse A. Grigolite

Sydney K. Hanning
Matthieu P. Huy

Theo C. Kammerer
Lana H. Kassih
Allison M. Kay

Ronja C. Keeley
Maura A. Kelly
Danica M. Kern
Connor B. Kerr

Lillian G. Kloubec
Brian K. Kwong

Maddie R. Manzagol
Leenoy Margalit

Katie A. Mccarthy
Taylor G. Mcevilly
Molly E. Mcgee

Sydney A. Miyasaki
Jackson L. Moore
Emily S. Morrison
Alynette Navarro
Reed A. Ochalek
Maddy C. Orozco

Mansi Patel

Sophie J. Pullen
Claire Qiu

Paris M. Quinney
Fiona J. Ramos-Wallace

Taylor K. Ray
Mia G. Reines

Elise K. Roberts
Amy Rowe

Anna L. Schatz
David M. Seizer
Jian Hong Shi

Suzanne C. Shilstone
Jen A. Stein

Maranda R. Stelly
Hana L. Subrahmanyan

Caroline R. Sullivan
Emily Sweet

Ethan T. Takekawa
Natalie C. Tarbox

Lilly G. Teisher
Ava A. Toomey-Cordeiro

Macielle A. Villasenor
Marian S. Walker
Noah E. Weiss
Anabel Willy

Aidaly Xicotencatl
Shunsuke C. Yamada

Iris Yuh
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Emma Abercrombie Peters

Bella H. Abusaid
Dafne A. Aceves Lopez

Maya M. Ades
Carolina I. Akerlundh

Jada A. Alexander
Grace E. Allen

Thatcher L. Alvarado Vargas
Miguel A. Amador

Isla J. Andersen
Abigail A. Andrews-Wolfe

Julia R. Aramini
Jessica L. Arnold

Orla B. Ayton
Megan V. Bach
Belen Baldelli

Gabino Barrera-Ayala
Eden R. Barrett

Ethan F. Baskerville Bridges
Ally C. Batra

Ashlyn G. Bell
Jana D. Belsito
Ava B. Bendett
Ava K. Bentley

Evelyn Bermudez
Lauren A. Berry
Raven N. Berse
Noah G. Best
Kinga Bihari

Katerina N. Bischel
Bella K. Bishop
Lainey E. Bloom

Eva S. Boas
Olivia R. Bock

Mina M. Boozarpour
Asha E. Bosworth-Ahmet

Zack J. Brady
Ajay S. Brar

Rachel C. Brody
Tori J. Brown

Anna M. Brunnick
Cameron M. Bruno
Annika R. Brydon

Kat I. Brydson
TJ Bryson

Emma T. Burke
Kai D. Burke

Eric S. Burschinger

Riley A. Bushman
Marina Z. Butitova

Irene Caballero
Alexia Cabral Caballero

Kyle Y. Cahitas
Jayne V. Campbell

Gavin Canann
Ashley J. Caras

Alex Carlin
Caitlin N. Carroll
Caitlyn G. Carrow

Ian A. Castillo
Kim Castro

Samuel A. Cervantes
Nathaniel Chamberlin

Roxanna E. Chavez
Cynthia Chen

Katie N. Cheslick
Alexis J. Chew
Owen J. Choy
Riley B. Clark

Liam G. Coggon
Jacob A. Coggshall

Emily E. Cohen
Mimi J. Contreras
Emily A. Conway

Charlotte L. Copp
Kennedy G. Cornwell

Leslie A. Corona Morales
Vincent J. Cuenco

Summer R. Cummings
Carolina D’Amore 

Giampietro
Julia L. Dahl

Jessica T. Dalton
Abby P. Davies

Jacob N. Davies
David D. De Loa

Elle Dealessandrini
Emily H. Decker

Katrina Dela Cruz
Camilo Dent

Anannya A. Deshmukh
Emilie M. Difede
Zoe L. Digennaro

Alison Do
Ciera E. Doherty-Crestin

Greta S. Dooley

Maggie D. Doyle
Xingyi Du

Kylee H. Dungan
Thomas E. Durtschi
Connor D. Einsiedl

Petra G. El-Shammas
Liam O. Ereneta

Yvette V. Espinoza
Samantha A. Esqueda

Valeria I. Estrada-Ramirez
Aidan M. Evans

Svenn A. Eyjolfsson
Lea M. Fehringer

Sebastian G. Ferguson
Melissa M. Fierros

Rachel W. Firl
Emily R. Flavin
Breanna Flores
Diego R. Flores
Esther S. Flores
Flavio Florez III

Michael D. Foley
Alyssa C. Forcucci

Dylan T. Freebairn-Smith
Theo S. Funk

Casey T. Gallagher
Jasmin N. Galloway

Alvaro Gamino Zamora
Priscilla A. Garcia

Connor W. Garratt
Angela R. Gelfand

Isabella A. Genovese
Soraya D. Gil
Aliya R. Glick

Sophia Glover
Kenzie C. Goan
Melissa Godoy

Georgia J. Goldsmith
Ayline K. Gonzalez

Sara Gonzalez
Alan A. Gonzalez Cuna

Brooke Grazda
Augustus W. Green
Heidi N. Greilach
Jesse A. Grigolite

Tara Grover
Elizabeth S. Guha Roy
Matheus S. Guimaraes
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Cayenne M. Gularte
Shane A. Gunderman
Mathias M. Gutierrez

Jackson M. Hahn-Smith
Sydney K. Hanning
Makena C. Hanson
Jaden P. Harding
Jake W. Heeren
Sofia Hernandez

Sara M. Herrera Orozco
Niyaz E. Hinze
Daniel T. Hirata
Laila M. Hogan

Liz A. Houk
Sarah M. Hoyer
Mariah Hudnut
Isabella C. Hunt
Matthieu P. Huy
Derek S. Huynh

Giovan Jacquard
Jenny Jaimes
Zoe Jenkins

Mandy Y. Jiang
Eric D. Jiao

Jade Jin
Ella Rae R. Jones

Theo C. Kammerer
Kai R. Karamitsos

Lana H. Kassih
Stacey M. Kawabata

Allison M. Kay
Ronja C. Keeley
Grace G. Kelley
Maura A. Kelly
Danica M. Kern
Connor B. Kerr

Chloe M. Kerr-Stein
Ben S. Kersh

Judy Kim
Sophia Kim
Liv A. Klein

Lillian G. Kloubec
Emilie M. Knezevic

Vanessa E. Koopman
Maya J. Kurani

Marlowe D. Kushner
Brian K. Kwong

Chelsea S. Larson

Ally Latham
Fionnuala F. Latourrette

Jahlia M. Layton
Jimmy Le

Abbey A. Lee
Annie Lee

Jordan E. Legrys
Min A. Lep

Veronique Letourneau
Mathilde S. Levine

Nick D. Lewis
Olivia K. Lewis

Steven Li
Benise Limon

Shuyu Liu
Brandt E. Livernois
Adrian J. Llamas

Anthony J. Lo
Zay J. Loeb

Hannah R. Loftis
Paige L. Lund
Alaniz Macias
Elle L. Mann

Lucas Manocherian
Maddie R. Manzagol

Leenoy Margalit
Aracely Marin

Andre A. Marquez
Miriam Martin-Chales

Bryan O. Martinez
Oscar M. Martinez Saldivar

Lucy J. Marx
Jackson J. Mason

Anika Mathur
Katie A. Mccarthy

Devon J. Mcdonnell
Taylor G. Mcevilly
Dash S. Mcfarland

Molly E. Mcgee
Adelaide S. Mcginnis
Angelica R. Meade

Cristina Medina
Abby R. Mendoza
Chloe A. Mercado

Camille M. Michalak
Isaac L. Miller

Hannah E. Mills
James J. Mills III

Gigi Mitchell
Tyrese M. Mitchem
Sydney A. Miyasaki

David Molina
Richard Montes Lemus
Mason J. Montgomery

Zoey-Jasmine K. Moody
Jackson L. Moore

Gisselle Morales Contreras
Gavin R. Moran
Alethia Moreno

Emily S. Morrison
Takt Nagano

Joshua J. Nahm
Kuba N. Naum

Alynette Navarro
Keeler L. Nelsen

Darian Ng
Niels T. Nicklason

Tiffany R. Nicolescu
Mina Nogi

Daniel Notcovich
Finn T. O’Kelly

Elena S. Oceguera
Reed A. Ochalek
Nora A. Okamoto
Liana M. Ordonez
Maddy C. Orozco
Aliyah R. Osuna
Jorge L. Palafox
Ashley J. Park

Celine Park
Sydney C. Pastore

Mansi Patel
Alis O. Patterson
Hailey V. Pereyra

Jasmin Perez
Zyrus A. Perez
Zoe A. Perna

Jaya Peruvemba
Lydia N. Pesce
Grace D. Pham
Micah Pierce

Alex E. Pinedo
Catherine A. Pizzinat
Bryant Povea Perez

Ruth M. Prado
Sophia I. Prescott
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Tegan S. Preston
Shania M. Pruitt

Isabella A. Puchkova
Sophie J. Pullen

Lily C. Purvis
Claire Qiu

Lauren N. Quan
Paris M. Quinney

Isabella N. Ramirez
Zion R. Ramirez

Fiona J. Ramos-Wallace
Sierra M. Ransweiler

Ryan M. Rauschenberger
Taylor K. Ray

Mia G. Reines
Aneesa A. Ricks

Maya R. Rink
Kanica Rith

Kennedy C. Rivera
Elise K. Roberts

Michael A. Robledo
Daniela Robles

Andrew T. Rocchio
Sundeep Rodricks
Maiya R. Romero

Ixchell Roque
Stephanie N. Ross

Amy Rowe
Paris E. Royo III
Bella S. Rubio
Aaron M. Ruiz

Gabe Ruiz
Luke A. Rutherford

JC M. Sacdalan
Victoria K. Salazar

Madison D. Salinas
Julisa V. Sanchez

Ricardo Sanchez, Jr.
Coltin J. Sanders
Olivia S. Sandorf
Darrion N. Sani

Eduardo Santos Santiago
Ava M. Schaedler

Anna L. Schatz
Mason J. Schimmel

Kylie N. Schmidt
Balloch B. Schneider

Ally R. Scott
David M. Seizer
Ingrid M. Serafin

Jian Hong Shi
Suzanne C. Shilstone

Samuel B. Simons
Beau S. Small
Andrew Smith

Sofia K. Solberg
Maya S. Sotelo
Lia M. Spaletta

Asata L. Spencer-Gaillard
Josie D. Spiegleman

Jen A. Stein
Maranda R. Stelly
Diya M. Sterling
Chloe R. Stewart

Morgan G. Stoffer
Lukas S. Strauss-Wise

Zelinda Strell
Grace G. Strickland

Hana L. Subrahmanyan
Caroline R. Sullivan

Emily Sweet
Anna M. Tackabery

Allinta Tadesse
Ethan T. Takekawa
Natalie C. Tarbox

Izzy A. Tector
Lilly G. Teisher

Wendy M. Teodoro
Katie M. Thomas
Nick R. Thomas

Connor A. Timko
Arian M. Timnak

Lisa N. Tobin
Georgia J. Tomasik

Jasmine N. Toni
Ava A. Toomey-Cordeiro
Lucero M. Torres Ojeda

Emma Torres-Levine
Anthony G. Trimble

Madi A. Trudeau
Michelle Truong
Leah D. Tucker

Anya V. Tyagarajan
Taylor A. Tye

Pablo Van Dyck
Kylie A. Van Vleck
Sophie M. Vargas
Isabella V. Vellucci
Liliy N. Villarreal

Macielle A. Villasenor
Sarah H. Wagner
Marian S. Walker

Owen Walsh
Rayce P. Walton
Kyle D. Watson

Haley B. Weinstein
Noah E. Weiss
Anabel Willy

Megan N. Wirzberger
Kayla S. Wittnam
Aidaly Xicotencatl

Shunsuke C. Yamada
Lyanne S. Yeh

Iris Yuh
William J. Zacharia-Morrison

Anthony Zaragoza
Jeanette Zavala
Zach I. Zavodnik
Claire L. Zechiel

April Zhang
Barron Zhao

The Environmental Studies Faculty and Staff heartily congratulate this year’s 
graduating Environmental Studies and Hydrologic Science majors, 

and offer our best wishes in all future endeavors.
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