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How it all started!!!!

Santa Barbara Blowout!

January 28, 1969

“UCSB was within sight 
and smell of the littered 
channel and its beaches.”



UCSB has embarked upon an 

academic endeavor that could 

be unparalled across the 

country and may come to 

serve as a model for colleges 

and universities nationwide.  

This quarter marks the 

initiation of a new major in 

Environmental Studies which 

hopes to attack the complex 

problems caused by man’s 

abuse and ignorance of the 

delicate system of nature.

Thursday, October 1, 1970 UCSB DAILY NEXUS



51 years later UCSB’s Environmental Studies Program is 

considered one of the first, oldest, largest, and most successful 

undergraduate environmental programs in the world!



What is Environmental 

Studies at UCSB

"The symptoms of environmental deterioration are in 

the domain of the natural sciences, but the causes lie 

in the realm of the social sciences and humanities."

  - David W. Orr - "Ecological Literacy”



Simply put:

Today’s environmental problems are highly complex 

interdisciplinary issues involving political, economic, 

social, physical and biological considerations.

Environmental Studies is the systematic study of 

human interaction with the natural environment. 



▪ 90.2% were presently employed (dozens retired, 58 in 
grad school and only 38 looking for work)

▪ 67% classified their employment as an “environmental 
career/job”

▪ If employed, which general employment area best fit 
their current job description?

     

Statistics from the 2016 ES Alumni Survey

What Can I Do With a Degree in ES?



67.7% additional schooling

# Grad School (M.A., Ph.D., etc) 199 64.2%

21 Ph.D’s,   42 JD’s,   13 MBA’s,   12 MPA, 

        2 DVM,   1 MD,   31 M.A. Planning,   8 M.S. etc…..

# Certificate/Credential Programs 92 29.7%

# Associate or 2nd Bachelors degree 10 3.2%

Example Job Titles:
Architect

Ecologist

Senior Env. Engineer

Associate Professor

Air Pollution Specialist

Photo Interpreter/GIS

Battalion Chief, Forest Service

Park Superintendent, NPS

Asst. Sec of Resources, CA

Senior Planner

Teacher

Director of Conservation

President, Rincon Consulting

Statistics from the 2016 ES Alumni Survey 
(1140 responses)



⚫ 18 Ladder Faculty   (Anthro, Ecology, Economics, Geology, 

    Geography, History, Sociology…etc.)

  >>>  Including two prestigious Endowed Chair Positions

⚫ 13 Affiliated Faculty   (Classics, Econ, EEMB, Geography, 

 Political Science, Anthropology, English)

⚫ 10 - 12 Lecturers   (Env. Professionals:  Waste Management,     

 Env. Education, Env. Law, Planning, Water Policy, …etc.)

⚫ 7 Staff    (Academic Advisor/Internship Coordinator, MSO,            

 and Office Staff….)

Who is Environmental 

Studies at UCSB



ES Faculty!      www.es.ucsb.edu/people



⚫ Includes 2 Academic Advisors (Tara + Eric)

⚫ 25-30 TA’s  (Graduate students from multiple departments)

⚫ 9,399 Graduates,   ~ 950 current undergrads

⚫ Very active and supportive alumni

⚫ Over $40,000 in ES Scholarships each year

⚫ Best Advising Team on campus!





Majors Offered:

All designed to be interdisciplinary and use 

topics from multiple disciplines, including: 

 • Social Science

 • Natural + Physical + Life Sciences 

 • Humanities

Three degree options:



Majors Offered:

⚫ B.A. Environmental Studies      (3/4 of majors)

Most flexible – Science literate

⚫ B.S. Environmental Studies      (1/4 of majors)

Interdisciplinary but with strong Natural & Physical Science foundation

⚫ B.S. Hydrologic Sciences & Policy  (~20 students)

Occurrence, circulation, distribution and properties of water, with three 

emphases:  Biology/Ecology, Earth Science/Chemistry, or Policy

Three degree options:



Majors Offered:

⚫ B.A. Environmental Studies      

   Env. Law, Planning, Education, Policy & Politics, Business, 

     Sustainability, Waste Management, Consulting….

⚫ B.S. Environmental Studies      

    Air/Water Quality, Env. Health or Toxicology, Habitat/Ecosystem   

      Restoration, Soil Science, Wildlife Biologist/mgt…

⚫ B.S. Hydrologic Sciences & Policy

            Water Quality Specialist, Consulting, Water Resource Manager,  

            Conservation Planner, Education…. 

Three degree options:



Strengths of the ES Curriculum:

⚫ Integrate training in social and physical sciences

⚫ Maximum Flexibility Built on Solid Foundation

⚫ Offer both Academic & Hands-on/Practical Education 

 - 1/3 courses taught by Real World Env. Professionals

 - Large number of field and lab courses

⚫ Encourage Education “Outside UCSB”

 - Study Abroad (EAP or other programs:  Semester at SEA, Global Routs)

 - Field Studies Programs (Wildlands Studies or School for Field Studies)



⚫ ES Internship Program (ENVS 192)

 - Academic Credit while obtaining “real world” experience

 - Local (over 100 agencies), Statewide, National, and International

⚫ ES Senior Thesis Course (ENVS 197)

 - Capstone course, unique opportunity to develop “professional” skills

⚫ Environmental Leadership Incubator (ELI)

⚫ ES Independent Studies / Research Assistant 

 - ENVS 99/199/199RA

⚫ Vast Alumni Network

⚫ Faculty Who Care!



Visit ES Website for Worksheets!

www.es.ucsb.edu/degrees

Includes:   BA vs BS,  Major Worksheets,  4 Year Plans + GE’s,  

                 Guide to Outside Concentration  + Video, etc.



Major Requirements (20% double major):

B.A. and B.S. in Env. Studies B.S. in Hydro. Sci. & Policy







B.A. Degree

• Most flexible ES major

• Includes some science

• Upper-division electives   

   are wide open!!

• O.C. can be in any 

  department on campus

• O.C. filled with Double 

   major or minor in any 

   department

• O.C. can be completed 

   with study abroad or   

   field studies



B.S. Degree

• Same format and still 

flexible & multi-disciplinary

• Includes Econ, Soc Sci, 

Ethics & Justice

• But requires full-year of 

intro sciences (Bio, Chem, 

and Phys, + Calc

• Area A adds Stats req.

• ES Electives, 20 units come 

from a list of “science” 

courses (Area B-1)

• Outside Concentration 

restricted to STEM  depts.



B.A. vs  B.S. 

The B.S. major has:

• Additional Chem, 

Biology, Physics, and 

more Calculas (34 vs 3)

• Area A = additional 

Stat/Modeling course

• Area B:  must take 20 

units from list of 

“science” electives

• Area C is restricted to 

science depts. only

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES MAJOR REQUIREMENTS:  B.A. vs. B.S.  
    

LOWER–DIVISION FOR THE MAJOR (1st and 2nd years) 
 

Required Courses for Both B.A. and B.S.                                  UCSB Course(s)                                 

Four introductory courses in Environmental Studies                            Envs 1, 2, 3 and Envs 40 

One intro micro, macro, or general/environmental Economics             Econ 1 or 2 or 9 or Envs 30 

One general or physical Geography or Earth Science                            Geog 3 or 4 or Earth Sci. 2 or 4 or 20 

One introductory Statistics                                                                     Pstat 5A or 5LS or Econ 5 

One introductory Ethics & Justice                                                          Envs 70 or Blkst 4 or Femst 50 or Lingst 50 or  

                                                                                                                 Phil 4 or Pols 1 

Different Lower-division Requirements:  B.A. vs. B.S. 

 B.A. B.S. 

Culture & Society One course from broad list of options One course from a combined list of Culture & 
Society and Policy and Politics courses Policy & Politics One course from list of options 

Math (calculus) 

Two quarters: Math 34A or 2A or 3A and 

Math 34B or 2B or 3B or Envs 25 

(Quantitative Thinking in ES) 

Two quarters of Calculus w/applications:   

Math 3A-B (or 2A-2B) 

Biology and Ecology 
One or Two courses of intro Biology/Ecology:  

Envs 60 or MCDB 1A-1LL and EEMB 2 

Four courses of fundamental Biology w/2 

labs: MCDB 1A-1B-1LL and EEMB 2-3-2LL 

Chemistry 
Two courses + One lab:  Chem 1A-AL and 1B 

or Envs 15A and 15B-BL (Env Chem series) 

Three courses of Intro Chemistry w/labs:  

Chem 1A-AL, 1B-BL, 1C-CL 

Physics None 
Three quarters of introductory Physics: 

Phys 6A-AL, 6B-BL, 6C-CL or 7A, 7B, 7C-CL 
    Total Lower-division Units = 61 to 68.5               Total Lower-division Units = 88 to 90 

 

UPPER – DIVISION FOR THE MAJOR (3rd and 4th years) 

Area                     Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)                                             Bachelor of Science (B.S.) 
 

A     
13 units of Required Upper-division ES courses: 

ENVS 190 (one unit) and one course from each of 

three clusters of ES courses.  

17-18 units of Required Upper-division ES courses: 

ENVS 190 (one unit), and one course from each of three 

clusters of ES courses, and an additional upper-division 

statistics, data science, or modeling course. 

 
 
B 

28 Upper Division ES Elective units: 
 

Any Environmental Studies courses #100-199 not 

used to satisfy Area A for a total of 28 units. 

32 Upper Division ES Elective units from two sections: 
 

• B-1:  20 UD ES units which must be taken from a list 

of environmental “science” courses (see major sheet) 

• B-2:  12 units from any ES course #100-199 not 

already used to satisfy the 20 units in B-1 or Area A 

 
 
 
 
C 

16 Unit Outside Concentration:  
 

Complete any 16 upper-division units from any one 

College of L&S department or program (double major 

or official minor will satisfy this area). 
OR 

Choose an interdisciplinary concentration of courses 

from more than one department forming a coherent 

environmental emphasis of their choice. Students can 
use courses from any department/programs or abroad. 

16 Unit Outside Concentration: 
 

Complete any 16 upper-division units from one of the 

following STEM departments (dbl. mjr. or minor o.k.): 

Brain Science, Chemistry, EEMB and/or MCDB  (bio), 
Geography, Earth Sci., Math, Statistics, or Physics. 

OR 

Choose an interdisciplinary concentration of courses 

from one or more of the departments listed above, 
forming a coherent environmental emphasis of choice.  
 

                               Total Upper-division Units = 57                  Total Upper-division Units = 65 to 66 

By petition, upper-division Study Abroad and/or Environmental Field Studies units may be transferred and applied to 

satisfy part or the entire Outside Concentration.  Up to 12 abroad units may also apply to the Area B Electives. 



B.S. Hydro

• Similar to B.S degree 

in ES

• Focus is on Water & 

Env.

• More UD required 

courses

• Choose one of three 

emphases







In Summary:

Major Flexibility in major 

= lots of opportunities 

⚫ Study Abroad through EAP, other third party
 - 2024-25 ES has 100 students in 22 different countries 

⚫ Env. Field Studies Programs  
 - Wildlands Studies (38 in ‘24-’25), School for Field Studies, etc

- Africa, Central America, Thailand, Himalayas, New Zealand, etc.

⚫ Research Opportunities w/faculty

⚫ Academic Internships (local and non)

⚫ Double major or minors

⚫ Field courses where get hands dirty!



Common Questions:

⚫ ES Minor???  NO, But……………
 - 1/4 Double major w/ES (more than campus average)

 - Create own concentration (unofficial minor) with ES electives

⚫ Deciding between B.S. and B.A.
 - Don’t stress, plenty of courses that overlap

⚫ Check out the ES Four Year Plans w/GE’s

⚫ How and When do I declare ES as my major?

- Easy, all online at: es.ucsb.edu/declaring-major

- Complete just one of ENVS 1, 2, 3, or 40  (not entire preparation)



⚫ Interest in double major or minor check with 

those home department advisors

⚫ Study Abroad and Field Studies Programs are 

very popular (apply towards Area B and/or C)

- But need to plan ahead!

⚫ This Thursday Info Session by Wildlands 

Studies, Thur at 5pm in Bren 4016

⚫ Internships, Senior Thesis, ELI, apply for ES 

Scholarships, CUEL events, etc. etc. etc.

READ YOUR ESmail MESSAGES!



ES Academic Advising:

Email Questions to:   advising@es.ucsb.edu

Zoom Appointments: www.es.ucsb.edu/advising



Your Questions?
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